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THE SABBATH ENCOMPASSES OUR
ENTIRE RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.

IT IS AN INDICATION OF GOD'S ACTION
ON OUR BEHALF IN THE PAST, PRESENT,

AND FUTURE.

THE SABBATH PROTECTS MAN'S
FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD AND PROVIDES
THE TIME ESSENTIAL FOR THE

DEVELOPMENT OF THAT RELATIONSHIP.



For some in our community of faith a stay-hone
Sabbath is nothing new. Through -circumstances
sometimes beyond their control they have spent many
a Sabbath alone at home, whether physically or
spiritually alone.

But for many others a stay-home Sabbath is a
novel idea, and adapting to creative ways to maintain
a meaningful, rich Sabbath can be challenging.

It is to this end then that I share with you this
“resource guide for a meaningful stay-home Sabbath’,
with the hope and prayer that it may be useful to you
in worshipping our great God and structuring your
stay-home Sabbath.

Peace and grace to you all!

E=a

Ps Francois van Tonder



Where to from here?

In this guide I have included, for 4 Sabbaths:

Sermons Series
+ A 4 part sermon series by well-known pastor and current
president of Hope Channel Dr Derek Morris entitled,
“People of Hope.” In times of crisis hope is precious!
Tithe and offering readings
+ May these continue to stir our minds by way of reminder
that may not forget our duty to the Lord in response to
His amazing, abundant grace!

Activities suited for children (or adults!)
+ Print these or complete them digitally in this guide!

How to use these resources

Creatively! Combine these resources with the suggestions in
the Spiritual Health Lockdown Kit and plan, structure your
Sabbaths in advance. Add some of your favorite hymns, slots
for prayer and personal testimony and the Lord will surely
bless your efforts!

As always if there are any specific resources you are
interested in feel free to get in touch with me directly.



People of Hope

Sermon Series
By Derek Morris
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PEOPLE OF HOPE | Part 1
Hope Assured
2 Peter 3:110

The people of hope have a problem.
For generation after generation after generation we have
boldly declared that Jesus is coming again—soon.
And Jesus has still not returned in glory.

To make matters worse, people are starting to ridicule
the idea of a literal return of Jesus. ‘Jesus is never coming
back,” they say. “For almost 2000 years followers of Jesus
have been boldly declaring that Jesus will return to this earth
in glory. But he hasn’t shown up yet. Just forget about that
ridiculous idea!”

The apostle Peter prophesied that such scoffers would
come. We can read his inspired testimony in his second letter
to followers of Jesus. 2 Peter 3:3-4 “Knowing this first: that
scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their
own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming?
For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of creation.”

The Greek noun translated “scoffers”, empaiktes, does
not refer to an honest skeptic—someone who is wrestling
with the big questions of life and admits to having more
questions than answers. This Greek noun, used here in 2



Peter 3:4, has a different meaning than an honest skeptic.
Empaiktes is only used twice in the entire NT—here in 2 Peter
3:4 and again in Jude 18 where Jude is quoting Peter’s
words. But the verb form, empaizo, is used more frequently in
the NT and helps us to get a better idea of the meaning of
this Greek noun translated “scoffers”.

Open your Bibles with me to Matthew 27:27-31: “Then the
soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and
gathered the whole garrison around Him. And they stripped
Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. When they had twisted a
crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His
right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and
mocked Him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews.” There’s the
verb empaizo, they mocked Him, they scoffed at Him, saying,
“Hail, King of the Jews.”

“Then they spat on Him, and took the reed and struck
Him on the head.” This is not the behavior of an honest
skeptic who is wrestling with the big questions of life and
sometimes finds herself with more questions than answers.
No, this is the behavior of a scoffer, one who ridicules and
belittles. “They spat on Him, and took the reed and struck
Him on the head”—driving the crown of thorns deep into His
brow. “And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe
off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him away to
be crucified.

The verbal abuse continues in Matthew 27:41-43.
“Likewise the chief priests also, mocking with the scribes and



elders, said, ‘He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He
is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross,
and we will believe Him. He trusted in God; let Him deliver
Him now if He will have Him; fr He said, “I am the Son of
God.”” These scoffers are ridiculing Jesus, mocking Him.

Jesus had foretold that it would be so. Mark records
the testimony of Jesus in Mark 10:33-34. “Behold, we are
going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed
to the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn
Him to death and deliver Him to the Gentiles; and they will
mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill Him.”
Don’t miss the next sentence: “And the third day He will rise
again.” Someone ought to say Amen out there. And the third
day He will rise again. That’s the rest of the story, but that’s a
topic for another sermon.

Many of those who ridiculed Jesus were convicted that
He was no ordinary teacher. They had seen Him heal the sick,
and cast out demons. They had heard reliable reports that
Jesus had even raised people from the dead. But they
willfully, deliberately, set that evidence aside and instead of
responding with a spirit of humility and faith, they mocked
Jesus and ridiculed Him.

The apostle Peter prophesied that scoffers in the last
days would act in a similar way. Look again with me at the
inspired testimony of Peter in 2 Peter 3:3-7. “Scoffers will
come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts,



and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming? For since
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from
the beginning of creation.” For this they willfully forget: that
by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth
standing out of water and in the water, by which the world
that then existed perished, being flooded with water. But the
heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same
word, are reserved for fire until the Day of Judgment and
perdition of ungodly men.”

We have heard such mocking with our own ears. Such
mocking has caused some to lose their assurance that Jesus
will indeed return again in power and great glory. How
should we respond to these mockers, these scoffers? Perhaps
we should respond with the words of the apostle Peter,
recorded in 2 Peter 3:8. “...”

Perhaps we should tell people that the Lord is not
limited by time, the Lord is not time-bound. But still we have
the problem that we have been proclaiming the imminent
return of Jesus for generation after generation after
generation and Jesus is still not here.

Perhaps we should respond with the words of the
apostle Peter, recorded in 2 Peter 3:9. “...” We could tell these
scoffers that the Lord is merciful and patient, not willing that
any should perish. But even we ask the question, “How long,
O Lord?”
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Is our hope assured? Can we still have confidence that

Jesus will indeed return again in glory? Can we still boldly

declare with the apostle Peter, “The day of the Lord will
come!”?

My answer to those vital questions is “Yes! Yes! Yes!”
Our hope is assured. We can still have confidence that Jesus
will return again in glory. We can still boldly declare with the
apostle Peter, “The day of the Lord WILL. COME.”

The key to Peter’s confidence, the key to Peter’s
assurance, is found at the beginning of Peter’s inspired
testimony, 2 Peter 1:1. Peter addressed his second epistle “to
those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the
righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.”

Our hope is assured because, like Peter, we have a
precious faith. We believe the promise of Jesus that He will
return again in glory because we trust in Jesus as our Savior
and Lord.

Peter had seen Jesus stand up in a small fishing boat
in the midst of a storm on the lake and command the wind
and the waves, “Peace be still!” Peter had heard Jesus boldly
proclaim “I am the bread of life,” after having witnessed
Jesus feed 5,000 men plus women and children with 5 loaves
and 2 fish. Peter was present when Jesus boldly declared, “I
am the resurrection and the life.” Then Peter followed Jesus
to the tomb of Lazarus where Peter saw with his own eyes the



resurrection of Lazarus from the dead, by the power of Jesus.
Peter heard Jesus say, “Let not your heart be troubled. You
believe in God. Believe also in Me. In my Father’s house are
many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I go
to prepare a place for you and if I go and prepare a place for
you, I WILL. COME AGAIN and receive you to Myself that
where I am there you may be also.”

Peter saw Jesus ascend into heaven. He heard with his
own ears the words of the angels: “Men of Galilee, why do
you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus who is
taken up from you into heaven will so come in like manner as
you saw Him go into heaven.”

And Peter had experienced in His own life and
ministry the power of the Risen Christ. Once intimidated by
external pressures and inward anxieties, Peter had denied
that he even knew Jesus. But on the day of Pentecost, filled
with the Holy Spirit, Peter boldly declared, “Therefore let all
the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Acts 2:36

Several days later, when Peter and John were on their
way to the Temple to pray, they met a lame man at the
temple gate called Beautiful. You know the story. The man
was begging for alms. And Peter responded with these words,
recorded in Acts 3:6-8. “Silver and gold I do not have, but
what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk.” The Scripture records that “he
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took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and
immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.”

When asked to give account before the Sanhedrin,
Peter boldly testified, “Rulers of the people and elders of
Israel, ‘If we this day are judged for a good need done to a
helpless man, by what means he has been made well, let it be
known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom
God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here
before you whole. This is the stone, which was rejected by
you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone. Nor is
there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” Acts
4:8-12

Peter had a precious faith in Jesus as His Savior and
Lord. And because Peter trusted Jesus, he believed His
promise. He could say with the apostle Paul, “I know whom I
have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what
I have committed to him until that day” (2 Timothy 1:12).
What had Peter committed to Jesus until that day?
Everything. Peter had a precious faith.

Peter could declare with the apostle Paul, “I have
fought a good fight. I have finished the race. I have kept the
faith. Finally, there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that
Day, and not to me only but to all who have loved His



appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7-8). Peter’s hope in the glorious
return of Jesus was assured because of His precious faith in
Jesus as His Savior and Lord. Because Peter trusted Jesus, he
believed His promise. That is why his hope was assured—in
spite of the apparent delay, in spite of the scoffers who
ridiculed and mocked. Peter could boldly declare, “The day of
the Lord will come.” When you trust Jesus, you believe His
promise.

I was reminded of the importance of trusting someone
and believing his promise during my recent trip to Southeast
Asia. David Tan and I had just visited the city of Iloilo in the
Philippines. I was excited because ASI members there are
launching a satellite TV network called HCBN, He’s Coming
Broadcasting Network. I like that name, don’t you? Anyway, I
was excited, and apparently a little distracted because when
we got to the Iloilo airport to catch our flight on to Manila I
discovered that I had left my waist pouch at the house, 45
minutes away and the person who drove us to the airport had
already left to go home. Now my waist pouch isn’t that
valuable, but it contained my passport, my money, and my
airline itinerary. I was in serious trouble! I couldn’t even get
inside the airport terminal. Without a moment’s hesitation,
David looked at me and said, “Stay here. I'll be back!” He
took my checked bag and disappeared into the crowd. After a
few minutes it dawned on me that I was standing all alone on
the sidewalk in a strange land with no ID, no money, no
itinerary, no cell phone, no address for the people in town.
All T had was a promise, “I'll be back!”
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But I didn’t panic. Why? Because I had come to trust
David Tan during our travels together. I knew that he loved
God with all of his heart and he cared about me. He was a
man of integrity. I knew that I could trust him, and so I could
hold on to his promise with assurance: “I'll be back!” I'm not
sure how long I waited on the sidewalk. It seemed like
forever, and the time for our flight to leave was drawing
perilously near. Finally, David re-emerged from the airport
terminal with my boarding pass in hand. He had checked my
bag and got a boarding pass for me without me even being in
the terminal. Don’t ask me how he did that. I didn’t even
want to ask! David had also called our hosts in town and a
personal courier was on her way to hand deliver my waist
pouch. Before long, I had my passport in hand, we flew
through security, took a deep breath, and boarded our plane
for Manila. I learned a valuable lesson that day: When you
trust the person, you believe the promise. All I had was
David’s promise: “T'll be back!” But when you trust the
person, you believe the promise. It’s the same way Jesus and
His promise that He'll be back. When you trust Jesus, you
believe His promise.

Almost a half-century has passed since Wayne Hooper
penned the words to a hymn that Seventh-day Adventists
have come to love all around the world. You've sung it many
times, perhaps, but I want you to listen again to the words.

“We have this hope that burns within our hearts



Hope in the coming of the Lord.
We have this faith which Christ alone imparts,
Faith in the promise of His Word.”

Our hope in the return of Jesus in glory is not based
upon our feelings. Our hope in the return of Jesus in glory is
not based on the tide of popular opinion. Our hope in the
return of Jesus in glory is not based on our calendrical
calculations. Our hope is based on Jesus and the promise of
His Word. We believe by faith that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, who is come into the world and so we believe His
promise that He will come again and receive us to Himself
that where He is there we may be also. When you trust
Jesus, you believe His promise. Am I telling you the truth
today? When you trust Jesus, you believe His promise.

Brothers and sisters, the Day of the Lord will come.
“Lift up the trumpet and loud let it ring.
Jesus is coming again.
Cheer up, you pilgrims, be joyful and sing.

Jesus is coming again.”

Our hope is assured. Hallelujah!
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PEOPLE OF HOPE | Part 2
Hope Embraced
2 Peter 3:10-11, 14, 17-18

This is part 2 of our series on People of Hope. We're
studying Peter’s second letter to followers of Jesus. We began
this series by affirming that our hope in the coming of Jesus
in glory is assured. That hope is not based upon our feelings,
or upon the tide of popular opinion, or our mathematical
calculations. That it is in the coming of Jesus is based upon
Jesus Himself.

We trust Jesus. We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, who is come into the world, and when you trust Jesus
you believe His promise—Hope Assured.

Now Peter will speak to us about Hope Embraced. He
will challenge us to live holy and godly lives as we wait for
the glorious return of Jesus.

Before we begin our study today, let’s pray together.

“Lord, I want to be more holy

in my heart, in my heart,

Lord I want to be more holy in my heart.
In my heart, in my heart,

Lord I want to be more holy in my heart.”



Have you ever prayed that prayer? “Lord, I want to be
more holy” Maybe you just stumbled and fell—again. I
remember a time when I was sitting at the meal table with
our two young sons. Christopher knocked over a glass of
drink, and with some covert irritation in my voice I said,
“Why did you do that?” As soon as the words left my mouth,
I knew that I had said something foolish. “Why did you do
that?” It was an accident. Now I had a choice to make. Would
I try to cover up my inappropriate comment or apologize? I
opted for the latter. “I'm sorry, Christopher. That was a foolish
thing to say.” “I forgive you, Daddy,” he replied, “but you
need to use it as a sermon illustration!” Well, it would
certainly illustrate the text, “Fathers, do not exasperate your
children” but it would also illustrate the need to be more holy
in my heart. We'’ve all had times like that, haven’t we? Lord, I
want to be more holy in my heart.

Or maybe you were inspired by the life of a godly

mentor, or you read or watched a biography of a great
woman or man of God and you cried out, “Lord, I want to be
more holy in my heart!”
I'm certain that the apostle Peter cried out, “Lord, I want to
be more holy in my heart.” He had times when he fell flat on
his face, and he also had times when he witnessed the
remarkable demonstration of a holy life. 'm sure that Peter
prayed, “Lord I want to be more holy in my heart.”

In his second epistle to those of like precious faith, the
apostle Peter also encouraged other followers of Jesus to live



holy lives as they waited for the glorious return of Jesus. We
can read Peter’s challenge in 2 Peter 3:11. The NKJV reads,
“Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and
godliness.” The KJV says “in holy conversation and
godliness.” The NIV puts it this way: “You ought to live holy
and godly lives.”

I was interested in those two concepts: “holy conduct
and godliness” in the NKJV, “holy conversation and godliness”
in the KJV, “holy and godly lives” in the NIV. The word
anastrophe translated conduct (NKJV) or conversation (KJV)
or lives (NIV) is used 13 times in the NT, 8 times in Peter’s
epistles. This is an important concept for Peter. Here in 2
Peter 3:11 the noun anastrophe is modified by the adjective
“holy”—and translated as holy conduct, holy conversation,
holy lives.

In 2 Peter 2, Peter speaks about the opposite of holy
conduct, holy conversation. Referring to the wickedness of
Sodom and Gomorrah, Peter makes this observation in 2
Peter 2:7: “and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed
by the filthy conduct, filthy conversation, of the wicked.”

Is Peter just referring to speech here, to conversation,
or to actions, conduct, or both? Peter uses this same Greek
noun anastrophe six times in his first epistle.

We won’t look at every reference. Let’s just look at 1 Peter
1:15. “as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all
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your conduct” NKJV (“in all manner of conversation” KJV)
Conduct? Conversation? Both? What do you think?
I agree. Both. Conduct that includes conversation.

Speech and actions. My lexicon (Arndt, Bauer, and

Gingrich) defines anastrophe as “way of life” and cites
Galatians 1:13 as an example, where Paul speaks about his
former “way of life” in Judaism.
Since the day of the Lord will come, how then should we
live? Peter’s answer is simple: a holy way of life, both in
speech and in actions. Let’s look again at our verse in 2 Peter
3:11, because Peter adds another word: “.....and godliness.”

At first reading, “holy conduct and godliness” (holy
conversation and godliness KJV; holy and godly lives NIV)
sounded the same to me. What do you think?

The Greek noun here translated godliness is eusebeia. It’s the
same word used by Paul in that much quoted warning to
young Timothy about those in the last days who have “ a
form of eusebeia”, a form of godliness (2 Timothy 3:5). My
Young’s concordance translates eusebeia as piety or reverence.
I suggest that Peter is speaking here about the attitude of the

heart and mind.

We are called not only to a holy way of life, both in
speech and actions, but we are also called to have a reverent
attitude of heart and mind toward God. Some people may
have a “form of godliness” but God sees the heart. God can
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clearly perceive whether or not that reverent attitude is
genuine or not.

Since the day of the Lord will come, how should we
live? The apostle Peter answers “a holy way of life, both in
speech and actions, and a reverent attitude of heart and
mind.” That makes sense to us, doesn’t it? God is holy. He
wants us to be holy in all speech and actions, and to manifest
a reverent attitude of heart and mind. But here is the big
question. How? How can we experience that holy way of life
and reverent attitude of heart and mind?

There is no doubt that it will involve intentionality on
our part. It won’t happen by accident. But again I ask the
question, “How? How can we experience that holy way of life
in speech and actions and reverent attitude of heart and
mind?” We've all met people who just try harder and harder
to be holy and seem to fail time after time after time. We've
also met people who focus so much on “holiness” and “right
living” that they are harsh, demanding, and critical.

I received an e-mail recently from a Hope Sabbath
School participant. This is what she told me:
“I need prayer-help! I had a heavy discussion half an hour
ago with a church member who sees only the bad things
in the church and thinks that we all have to be sinless
and perfect before Jesus comes! She thinks her duty is to
tell people their sins and to teach them how to live the
right way!”
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We've all met people like that. I'm sure that many of

them are sincere. But is that the way to experience a holy
way of life? Unfortunately, it may have the exact opposite
effect, driving people away in despair.
How can we experience that holy way of life in speech and
actions and that reverent attitude of heart and mind that the
Lord intends for us as we wait for His glorious return? I want
to suggest to you that the answer is found in the last verse of
Peter’s second epistle. 2 Peter 3:18 “But grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

In Hebrew thinking, knowledge is much more than
information. Knowledge is relationship. Grow in your
relationship with your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. A holy
way of life and a reverent attitude of heart and mind are not
found by embracing a set of ethical behaviors. A holy way of
life and a reverent attitude of heart and mind are not found
by embracing a list of rules and regulations. A holy way of
life and a reverent attitude of heart and mind are found when
we embrace Jesus. He is our Hope. He is our Savior. He is our
Lord. So focus on Jesus. Draw close to Jesus. Nurture your
relationship with Jesus.

Some months ago, a young mother visited our church
website. She had watched Hope Sabbath School on the Hope
Channel and discovered that she could watch Hope Sabbath
School on our website, www.forestlakechurch.org. She was
just recovering from a battle with cancer, she was parent to



two little children, and she felt spiritually disconnected. She
had all of the Sabbath School study guides from the past two
years, but they had never been opened. When she visited our
website, she was delighted to discover that all of the
programs from past lessons were also available. She watched
one program each evening, covering a quarter’s worth of
lessons every two weeks: studies on Jesus, the atonement,
discipleship, mission. She sent us this testimony: “My love for
Jesus has been renewed!” Hallelujah!

A renewed love relationship with Jesus changes
everything. As you experience a personal life-changing
relationship with Jesus, your life will be transformed. A holy
way of life, and a reverent attitude of heart and mind will be
manifested in your life that would be impossible apart from a
personal life-changing relationship with your Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.

Growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior is a process—it’s a journey. It doesn’t happen
overnight. But by the grace of God, it does happen. It must
happen. Not to earn our salvation, but as an irrefutable
witness to the fact that we have a personal, life-changing
relationship with Jesus, our Savior and Lord.

How many of you are married? Do you remember
back when you were just getting to know your spouse? It was
almost 35 years ago for me and Bodil. I know, that’s a long
time ago, though it some ways it seems like yesterday. I was a



3rd year theology student at Newbold College in England.
(Note for GC devotional: My major theology professor was a
very tall Norwegian named Dr. Jan Paulsen. I've always
looked up to him, in more ways than one. He has often
reminded me that he sounded defeated me in a college tennis
tournament. He had a slight height advantage.) At the
beginning of my 3rd year at Newbold College a daring young
American college freshman arrived name Bodil. We first
connected as part of a singing group. Then I asked her to sing
with me at a youth rally in London, which required some
regular and diligent practice in one of the music rooms in
Salisbury Hall. I had no secret agenda, I promise. Then there
was a week of prayer. We started staying behind after the
meetings, talking together and praying. Before long, I was
composing poems and buying flowers. I always checked my
mailbox in Salisbury Hall to see if Bodil had written me a
note. This was before e-mail and facebook and twitter. Back
then, the web was something that a spider made. These were
actual hand-written notes, complete with doodles and smiley
faces! Even though I was busy with my studies, I made time
to spend with her. I saved her a place in the dining room in
Moor Close. We talked together and learned more about each
other every day. I loved to listen to her stories, to share her
hopes and dreams. As the months passed, I realized that
everything was changing. Even my friends noticed the
transformation. My behavior was changing. My speech was
changing. Even the way that I thought was changing. That
happens, you know, when you are involved in a life-changing
love relationship with someone. Everything changes.



That personal transformation doesn’t happen overnight. It’s a
process. It’s a journey. But the change does happen, and it’s
not a burden. It’s a joy.

It's the same in our relationship with Jesus. When we
experience an intimate relationship with Jesus, we
experience personal transformation. Everything changes: our
behavior, our speech, even the way that we think.

When we embrace Jesus and notice personal transformation
occurring in the context of our relationship with Him, we
won’t walk around with a prideful, “holier than thou”
attitude. God forbid. Peter closes his second epistle with these
words: “To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.”

We will never cease to confess with the apostle Peter,
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead.” We are a people of hope. Our hope is assured. And in
the context of a personal life-changing relationship with
Jesus, our hope is embraced.

And so I appeal to you, my brothers and sisters, if you
want to be more holy in your heart, if you want a holy way of
life in speech and actions, and a reverent attitude of heart
and mind, embrace Jesus today and rest in His loving
embrace. Spend time with Jesus today. Commune with Jesus
today. Fall in love with Jesus again today. He is longing for
you to live in His loving embrace today. So embrace Jesus
today and rest in His loving embrace. That is the way to



experience a holy way of life in speech and conduct, and a
reverent attitude of heart and mind.

Then when you sing, “Lord, I want to be more holy in my
heart” you don’t need to be anxious or afraid. You can rejoice
that the One who began a good work in you will be faithful
to complete it.

Who'll join me in singing that song as the prayer of
your heart today? Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart.
It will happen as we embrace Jesus and draw ever closer to
Him. Why don’t we slip to our knees and sing that song
together right now. And then we can sing “In my heart Lord,
and in my life Lord, be glorified today.” And as we sing,
embrace Jesus today and rest in His loving embrace.

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart,
in my heart Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart.
In my heart, in my heart,
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart.
In my heart, Lord, be glorified, be glorified,
In my heart, Lord, be glorified today.
In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified,
In my life, Lord, be glorified today.



PEOPLE OF HOPE | Part 3
Hope Shared
2 Peter 3:12a

I'd like to begin our study today with a trivia question.
Which fictional detective is famous for saying these words:
“Elementary, my dear Watson”? Does anyone know the
answer to that question? Sherlock Holmes. When I was a
young lad growing up in England, I was always fascinated by
the stories about Sherlock Holmes and his lifelong friend, Dr.
John Watson. There were 56 stories in the series by Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle. Sherlock Holmes noticed things that
other people missed. I learned an important lesson from that
fictional detective. We need to pay attention to the details.
That lesson applies not only in detective work, but also to a
study of the Word of God.

But did you know that Sherlock Holmes never actually
said “Elementary, my dear Watson” in any of the 56 short
stories. That’s a myth that developed. In one short story, the
Crooked Man, Holmes refers to his lifelong friend as “my
dear Watson.” Later in the story, when Watson affirms
Holmes for his brilliant powers of deduction, Holmes replies
“Elementary!” And somehow, over time, someone put those
two comments together and created a comment that is now
legendary— Elementary, my dear Watson.

People do the same thing with the Word of God. They
cut and paste the Word of God and make the Bible say things
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that aren’t in the book. That’s why we need to study the Bible
for ourselves—not a careless reading, but a careful
investigation.
We need to pay attention to the details.

In this series on People of Hope, we have been
carefully studying the details of the inspired testimony of the
apostle Peter in chapter 3 of his second letter to those of like
precious faith.

We have discovered that our hope concerning the

return of Jesus in glory is assured. That hope is not based on
our feelings, or the tide of popular opinion, or our
mathematical calculations. That hope is based upon Jesus.
We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and when
you trust Jesus, you believe His promise.
We have also discovered that since all these things will be
dissolved, we ought to live a holy way of life in speech and
actions, and have a reverent attitude of heart and mind. And
that holy life and reverent attitude is not found be trying
harder or by trying to enforce a list of rules and regulations
on those around us. That holy way of life and reverent
attitude is found in the context of a personal transforming
love relationship with Jesus. He is our hope embraced. When
we embrace Jesus and rest in His loving embrace it changes
everything.

Now the apostle Peter speaks about Hope Shared. Let’s
continue our careful investigation of this inspired testimony



in 2 Peter 3:12. I'll begin reading with verse 11 to give us a
little context. “Therefore, since all these things will be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming
of the day of God.”

Did you notice those two present participles?—Ilooking
for and hastening.
Both involve continuing, ongoing action as we wait for the
coming of the day of God. “Looking for” could be interpreted
in a variety of ways. If I was driving through a town looking
for a place to live because I'm thinking about possibly
relocating to that town in the next year, that would be one
kind of looking for. But if I'm a devoted spouse or dedicated
parent looking in the airport terminal for a loved one who is
returning from a long journey, that would be another kind of
looking for.
Wouldn’t you agree? So what type of “looking for” is implied
in 2 Peter 3:12.

Does the verb that Peter uses, translated “looking for,”
give us any clues? It’s the verb prosdokao. It literally means to
look toward, to look with anticipation, to eagerly expect.
Let’s look at a few Bible passages where the verb prosdokao is
used. Luke 3:15—“Now as the people were in expectation—
there is our verb prosdokao. That sounds more intense than
just a casual looking for, doesn’t it? “Now as the people were
in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts about John,
whether he was the Christ or not...” There was a sense of



anticipation, eager expectation. People were looking for the
Messiah to come, and some wondered whether John the
Baptist might be the fulfillment of their hopes and dreams.
When Herod Antipas imprisoned John the Baptist,
John sent a message to Jesus. The story is recorded in
Matthew 11:2-3. “...Are You the Coming One, or do we look
for another?”
There’s the same verb--prosdokao. Do we look for another?—
not casually, not carelessly, but with anticipation, with
expectation. That’s the verb found in 2 Peter 3:12—looking
for the coming of the day of God, not casually, not carelessly,
but with anticipation, with expectation.

Why is it so important to look with anticipation, with
expectation for the return of Jesus in glory? Perhaps the
answer in found in a parable that Jesus told, recorded in
Matthew 24, beginning with verse 45. “...” (45-51)

When you don’t look with expectation, when you don’t
live with anticipation, it’s easy to become careless, to live as if
Jesus is never coming back. That’s why Peter encourages us
to be looking for, with anticipation and eager expectation.
And the verb is a present active participle, which implies
continued, ongoing action.

So how do you maintain that state of expectation, that
state of anticipation? The answer is found in our text in 2
Peter 3:12—*“looking for and hastening the coming of the day
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of God.” When we join the Lord of the harvest in His work,
we remain focused in anticipation and eager expectation.

There have been many heated discussions about
whether or not we can hasten the day of God. After all, God’s
purposes know no haste and no delay (The Desire of Ages, p.
32) God has appointed a day in which He will judge the
world. But since God knows what is and what will be, He also
knows how our involvement in His harvest work now will
affect the final outcome of this great controversy.

We are called to hasten the coming of the day of God.
“Hastening” is also a present active participle, implying
continuing, ongoing action. There is a work to be done, and
that work will not cease until our Lord Jesus returns in glory.
The verb translated “hastening” is speudo. It is found in Luke
2. We'll start reading with verse 8. “...” (Luke 2:8-16) Do you
sense the earnest desire to meet the Messiah that motivates
the shepherds to “make haste”?

The same verb speudo is used twice is the story of
Zacchaeus in Luke 19:5-6. “...” Do you notice how earnest
desire motivates Zacchaeus to act?

Look with eager expectation and earnestly desire the
coming of the day of God. I like that translation, because
earnest desire always translates into action. When we are
looking with eager expectation and earnest desire for the
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return of our Lord, we will join the Lord of the harvest in His
work.

In a sermon preached on October 11, 1885, Ellen
White gave this counsel: “Our work is to seek the closest
union with the Son of God, (that's what we were talking
about in part 2 of this series), to learn in His school, to
become meek and
lowly of heart, to work the works of Christ, advancing His
kingdom and hastening His coming” (RH Feb 28, 1888).

That’s what Jesus is talking about in Luke 10,
especially verse 2. Jesus says, “The harvest truly is great, but
the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into His harvest.” I would love to spend a
week with you unpacking the powerful message of Jesus
contained in Luke 10. Through that passage God has caught
my attention and shown me that He wants me to eagerly
expect and earnestly desire the coming of the day of God.

After about 8 years of study, and covert resistance, the
Spirit of God convicted me that it was time to write down
what I had learned. This little book was finally published in
May of last year, and tens of thousands of copies are already
in print. The book has been translated into several languages,
including Korean, Spanish and Portuguese, and it is currently
being translated into Malay, Indonesian, Tagalog, Mandarin,
Thai, Norwegian, Italian, to name just a few.



But more exciting than the number of translations are
the stories of what God is doing as people are sharing the
hope that is ours in Jesus. Since January, thousands of study
groups have formed around the world—at last count more
than 5,000 study groups. Here’s a testimony that I received
this past week from a young family in Wisconsin.

Arnold is a disabled auto mechanic living in Wisconsin. It
would be easy for him to sit on the sidelines and let others
join the Lord of the harvest in His work.

But Peter urges every follower of Jesus to look with
expectation and hasten the coming of the day of God. So
Arnold requested a DVD series on The Radical Prayer so that
he could lead a study group in his church in central
Wisconsin. At first, he was a bit discouraged when only 5
people showed up. But then Arnold remembered the words of
Jesus: “The harvest truly is great.” Jesus wants us to see the
world for His radical perspective. So Arnold didn’t give up.
He led this small group of 5 through the six-part series on
The Radical Prayer.

Do you want to know the rest of the story? One of
those attending his study group was an 82 year old who is
almost blind. After attending that Radical Prayer study group,
Clem started a study group in his independent living facility
and he has 6 of the residents attending. Clem has also started
a ministry to prison inmates.

Clem might not be able to see well, but the Lord has given
him spiritual sight! Jesus was right. The harvest truly is great.
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Another couple attending Arnold’s Radical Prayer
study group, Dean and Pam, were also impacted by the
teaching of Jesus. Dean is starting a men’s study group in
their local church. His wife Pam was quite shy and reserved,
but in response to the Radical Prayer study group Pam has
started a women’s study group in their church. She is also in
charge of women’s ministries. And Arnold, the disabled
mechanic, who hadn’t preached for years, has preached three
times since he led that Radical Prayer study group. He has
given the Lord of the harvest permission to throw him out
into His harvest and he is looking forward with expectation
and earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God.

Debbie took a copy of The Radical Prayer DVDs back
to her church in Michigan. She started three study groups at
different times during the week. Debbie was so impacted by
the teaching of Jesus in Luke 10 that she asked the Michigan
conference if she could teach a seminar about The Radical
Prayer at camp meeting! More than 20 people attended the
seminar. You say, That’s not very many people. But look what
God did through the small group at Arnold’s church in
Wisconsin.

Their stories have been repeated over and over again
in different places around the world. But I also have my own
story to share. As I began to pray the radical prayer, giving
the Lord of the harvest permission to throw me out into His
harvest, I am looking forward with greater expectation and



earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God. Almost two
years ago, almost exactly at the time that I submitted the
manuscript for The Radical Prayer, I got a phone call from
Mark Finley. Mark asked me if we would like to have a
satellite meeting at Forest Lake Church. That’s like asking me
if I like to take a walk out in the country with my one true
love—the answer is YES. Little did I realize it, but God was
preparing me for something more.

After almost two months of personal mentoring with
Mark, God threw me out to Vancouver, WA, to hold a
citywide series of meetings. We saw many miracles during
those meetings earlier this year, but most of the miracles are
yet to come. A leader’s kit with all of the sermon manuscripts
and PowerPoint slides will be available in a few weeks. A
book and audio book will be available by the end of the year.
We are praying for 10,000 evangelistic study groups to form.

I recently returned from a missionary tour in southeast
Asia. Shortly before I left Orlando, I was impressed to load
the entire evangelistic series from Vancouver, WA, onto a
brand new 8 GB thumb drive. I had no plans to preach any
evangelistic sermons on my trip—only inspirational messages
to Christian business leaders and a 3-day preaching workshop
for pastors in South Korea. Three days into my trip, two
businessmen from Jakarta approached me at an ASI
convention in Kota Kinabalua, Malaysia. They asked me if I
would begin an evangelistic series the following Sunday in
Jakarta, in preparation for Mark Finley’s citywide meetings



the following week. My first reaction was “You're talking to
the wrong person! You need to talk to a seasoned evangelist
like Mark Finley or Ron Halvorsen.” But then I remembered
my brand new 8 GB thumb drive, and I realized that the Lord
of the harvest had planned everything perfectly. I was blessed
to start and evangelistic series in Jakarta two days later! The
little church was packed, and I am certain that I was blessed
as much or more than any of those who attended the
meetings!

As 1 join the Lord of the harvest in His work, I find
myself eagerly expecting and earnestly desiring the coming of
the day of God. Perhaps that’s why the Lord of the harvest
invites us to join Him in His work. He could use angels. He
could write His messages in the sky. But our great and
awesome God knows that when we join Him in His harvest
work, our own hearts our blessed. When we join Him in His
work, we look with more eager expectation and earnest
desire for the coming of the day of God.

(For GC devotional: I brought a gift for you today. It’s an
audio book of The Radical Prayer. I listen to that book on my
iPod. I want to remember why I'm here. I want you to
remember why you are here. We are called to look forward
with anticipation and earnestly desire the coming of the day
of God. I want to invite you to listen to this message or your
iPod or on your CD player as you commute to work. Perhaps
you’ll decide to hold a Radical Prayer study group in your
home, in your local church.)
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The hope that is ours it not a hope to keep to
ourselves. It is a hope to be shared. When we share the hope
that we have found in Jesus, we will eagerly expect and
earnestly desire in glorious return.
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PEOPLE OF HOPE | Part 4
Hope Realized
2 Peter 3:13

I am so thankful today for the promises of God’s Word.
Aren’t you? The apostle Peter was right when he said that we
have been given “exceedingly great and precious
promises” (2 Peter 1:4). My wife Bodil and I hide those
exceedingly great and precious promises of God’s Word in our
hearts by singing Scripture songs. We sing the promises of
God during family worship, while we are taking our morning
walks, while we are driving in the car. We’ll never become
famous roving minstrels but we do want our hearts to be
filled with the exceedingly great and precious promises of
God’s Word.

One of my mentors who filled his heart with the
exceedingly great and precious promises of God’s Word was
Elder N. R. “Reggie” Dower. Some of you may remember him.
He served as a local pastor, president of the Texico
conference, the Texas conference, and the Washington
conference, before becoming ministerial director of the
General Conference. About 10 years ago, shortly before his
death, I was visiting him in his home in Ooltewah, Tennessee,
near the campus of Southern Adventist University. He had
survived a brain aneurism but now his health was failing. As I
sat by his bedside, I read to him some of the exceedingly
great and precious promises of God’s Word. It was obvious
that Elder Dower had hidden many of those promises in His



heart. I could see his lips moving while I was reading! Have
you ever met anyone like that? Filled up with the promises of
God’s Word. I will never forget the comment that Elder
Dower made that day as we were sharing the promises of
God together. “They’re all true,” he said. “They’re all true!”

Today, in part 4 of our series on People of Hope, we
are going to consider one of those exceedingly great and
precious promises from the Word of God. We have been
studying Peter’s inspired testimony to those of like precious
faith, recorded for us in 2 Peter 3. We have discovered that
our hope in the glorious return of Jesus is assured. That hope
is not based on our feelings, or the tide of popular opinion, or
our mathematical calculations. Our hope is based upon Jesus.
We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. And when
you trust Jesus, you believe His promise.

We have also learned from our study of 2 Peter 3 that
while we wait for the glorious return of Jesus, we are called
to live holy lives, in speech and action, and to have a reverent
attitude of heart and mind. Just trying harder, or attempting
to enforce a list of rules and regulations does not accomplish
that holy way of life. It is only possible through a personal
life-changing relationship with Jesus. He is our Hope
embraced. When you embrace Jesus and rest in His loving
embrace, it changes everything.

In part 3 of this series, we were reminded that God
does not want us to keep this hope to ourselves. It must be



shared. The people of hope will look forward to and hasten
the coming of the day of God. As we join the Lord of the
harvest in His work, blessings will not only come to those
around us—our own lives will also be blessed. As our earnest
desire for the coming of the day of God moves us to action,
we will remain focused with anticipation and eager
expectation as we wait for the return of Jesus.

Now, Peter reminds us of another precious promise
from the Word of God. I have entitled this message Hope
Realized. We can read Peter’s inspired testimony in 2 Peter
3:13. “Nevertheless, we, according to His promise, look for a
new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”

The apostle Peter has told us on several occasions in
this chapter that this world as we know it will come to an
abrupt end. Look at 2 Peter 3:10. “But the day of the Lord
will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will
pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will
be burned up.” And again in 2 Peter 3:12 we read, “looking
for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat.”

That sounds like really bad news. “Nevertheless,” Peter
says. You see, when God shows up, it doesn’t matter how bad
things are, it doesn’t matter how hopeless things might
appear, when God shows up there is always a “nevertheless.”



Almost all strength is gone...nevertheless. Almost all hope is
gone...nevertheless. =~ When God is by our side, there is
always a nevertheless. The apostle Paul declares, “He who
did not spare His own Son but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him give us all things!” (Romans 8:32)
It’s true that the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and
the elements will melt with fervent heat. Nevertheless, Peter
says, “we, according to His promise, look for a new heavens
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter
3:13).

The most common word in Greek translated promise is
epangelia. In 2 Peter 3:13, Peter uses another word,
epangelma, which is only used twice in the entire New
Testament. The other place is at the beginning of Peter’s
second letter where is speaks about “exceedingly great and
precious promises.” Which promise is Peter referring to in 2
Peter 3:13 when he says, “Nevertheless, we, according to His
promise, look for a new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells?

Can someone quote for me a specific promise that
Jesus gave to His disciples regarding the creation of a new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells? Any
volunteers? If Jesus did make such a promise to His disciples,
those words of Jesus are not recorded in the New Testament.
So which exceedingly great and precious promise is Peter
referring to? We may find a clue in 2 Peter 3:1-2a. “Beloved,
a now write to you this second epistle...that you may be
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mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy
prophets...”

Perhaps when Peter speaks in 2 Peter 3:13 about
“according to His promise”, he is referring back one of the
promises of God recorded in the Hebrew Scriptures.

Perhaps Peter is thinking of the exceedingly great and
precious promise recorded by the prophet Isaiah, 700 years
earlier. Look with me at the promise of God recorded in
Isaiah 65:17. “For behold, I create new heavens and a new
earth; and the former shall not be remembered or come to
mind (literally “come upon the heart”). And again in Isaiah
66:22, the Lord reminds us of His promise: “For as the new
heavens and the new earth which I will make shall remain
before Me,” says the LORD, “so shall your descendants and
your name remain.”

That is an exceedingly great and precious promise of
God. What do you say? God will create a new heavens and a
new earth. So even though, as Peter tells us in 2 Peter 3, the
elements will melt with fervent heat and all this shall be
dissolved, we do not lose hope. We are a people of hope. We
hold on to God’s exceedingly great and precious promise that
He will create a new heavens and a new earth.

I'm fascinated by the last few words in 2 Peter 3:13
—“nevertheless, we, according to His promise, look for a new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells”
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NKJV. How does that read in the NIV? “The home of
righteousness.” What a beautiful picture! The place where
righteousness finds a home. The home of the righteous.
Literally, the place where righteousness settles down.

I'm tired of living in a world where evil dwells. Aren’t
you? I could list some of the blatant evils of our day, but you
don’t need to hear them. You know all too well that we are
living in a war zone. It’'s obvious every time you open a
newspaper or watch the news. It’s obvious every time you
drive down the road and look at the billboards. We live in a
world where evil dwells. But praise God, He is going to create
a new heavens and a new earth where righteousness dwells.

The apostle John was given a vision of that new

heaven and new earth. He records his inspired testimony in
Revelation 21, beginning with verse 1. “Now I saw a new
heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.”
Look down to verse 4 of Revelation 21. “And God will wipe
away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more
death.” Someone ought to say “Amen” out there? No more
death. No more terminal illness. No more homicide. No more
suicide. No more feticide. No more infanticide. No more
eldercide. No more genocide. This is a new heaven and a new
earth in which righteousness dwells.

The apostle John continues to describe this new
heavens and new earth with these words: “there shall be no



more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more
pain.” No more broken bones. No more broken hearts. No
more broken homes. No more broken lives. No more broken
promises. This is the place where righteousness dwells.
Hallelujah. There’s a lot that I don’t know about this new
heavens and this new earth. But I believe the exceedingly
great and precious promise of God.

But I don’t want you to miss Revelation 21:3. This new
heavens and new earth is called the home of righteousness,
the place in which righteousness dwells for another reason—
not just because there is no more death, no more sorrow, no
more crying, and no more pain. This is the most beautiful
part of the promise of God. Revelation 21:3. John records this
inspired testimony of his vision of the new heavens and the
new earth: “And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying,
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will
dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself
will be with them and be their God.” I just have to use my
favorite Hebrew word: Hallelujah. Hallelujah.

This new heavens and new earth is called the home of
righteousness, the place in which righteousness dwells
because the Lord our Righteousness will dwell with us there.
Just think about that for a moment. We would be honored if
for just one moment we could visit God’s home. But God has
chosen to make His home with us.



No wonder we look with anticipation and eager
expectation.
Nevertheless, we look for a new heavens and a new earth.
That’s the same verb, prosdokao, that we found in 2 Peter
3:12, “looking for...the coming of the day of God, with
anticipation and eager expectation. We are also looking with
anticipation and eager expectation for the new heavens and
new earth in which righteousness dwells.

Is there anyone here today whom the enemy has
beaten down? Maybe you’ve been on the brink of throwing
up your hands in despair and saying, “What’s the use? It’s just
too much for me.” I encourage you today to believe the
exceedingly great and precious promise of God. He is going
to create a new heaven and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells. No more death, no more sorrow, no
more crying, no more pain. And best of all, God wants to
spend eternity with you in that place where all things have
been made new.

Can you imagine what it will be like when God creates
a new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells? Just dream your most glorious dream and you’re only
faintly beginning to imagine what God will prepare for those
who love Him. Remember you’re most joyful moment and
you are just skimming the surface of the limitless joys of the
redeemed. Right after the exceedingly great and precious
promise of God recorded in Isaiah 65:17, the Lord has this to
say to us in Isaiah 65:18: “Be glad and rejoice forever in
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what I create!” Be glad and rejoice forever, my brothers

and sisters, because God wants to spend eternity with
you.

Don’t you want to be there? It's not just wishful
thinking. It’s an exceedingly great and precious promise from
God. And all of God’s promises are true. All of them. I choose
to believe the exceedingly great and precious promises of
God today, don’t’ you? Let your heart be glad and rejoice
forever because God wants to spend eternity with you. We
are a people of hope. Our future is bright. Soon we will join
with the angelic host and cry out, “Blessing and honor and
glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne and to the
Lamb forever.”

Until that day, let us be about our Father’s business.
The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few. Let us cry
out to the Lord of the harvest to throw out laborers into His
harvest, and let us give Him permission to begin with us. For
soon, and very soon, we are going to see the King. And when,
in harmony with His promise, God creates a new heavens and
a new earth in which righteousness dwells, we will be glad
and rejoice forever. Not just because this mortal has put on
immortality, not just because this corruptible has put on
incorruption.
We will be glad and rejoice forever because God wants to
spend eternity with us.
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April 4, 2020
WHY VOWS ARE IMPORTANT

It was Sabbath morning, and the pastor was conducting a renewal of
VOWS ceremony.

This would encourage members to recommit themselves to keep the
Sabbath, to be faithful to their spouses, and also to vow to return the tithe
and a percentage of their income as offerings.

Martha was not comfortable with the latter. “Why should I make a vow
about offerings?” she asked Jackie, who gave her Bible studies. “Can’t I
just give as my heart is stirred, or if I trust that there is a project worthy
to be sup- ported?” said Martha. Jackie told her that, “as our ‘heart is
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked’ (Jer. 17:9), we cannot
just trust in our feelings or impulses to do what is right.”

Jackie also mentioned that, according to Ellen G. White, “it is unsafe [for
us] to be controlled by feelings or impulse” when we give our gifts,
because our natural inclination for selfishness is stronger than love, and
so, as a rule, “evil gains the victory.” She also says that “if we are
controlled by impulse or mere human sympathy,” we may stop giving “if
our efforts... are repaid with ingratitude” or if “our gifts are abused or
squandered.” That is why

“Christians should act from a fixed principle, following the Savior’s
example of self-denial and self-sacrifice (E. G. White, Counsels on
Stewardship, p. 25).”

“So,” said Jackie, “vows or promises, humbly taken in God’s presence, will
tell Him that we allow His Spirit to replace our selfish heart of stone by a
heart of His own creation, willing to ‘act from a fixed principle,” and to
fulfill His will. We do not promise that we will do it by our own strength,
but by His miracle in us,” added Jackie, “as ‘it is God who works in you
both to will and to do for his good pleasure’ (Phil. 2:13).”

After earnestly praying, Martha decided that she would no longer be
controlled by feelings, projects or sympathy on her giving, but by
principle, vowing a percentage of her income to be given regularly and
systematically, as offering.

APPEAL: “Make vows to the Lord your God, and pay them; let all who are
around Him bring presents to Him who ought to be feared (Ps. 76:11).”



April 11, 2020
MARILYN’S VISION

Christian Record Services for the Blind celebrated its 120th-anniversary
two years ago. It started in 1898 when Austin Wilson, a young man of 26
who was blind, approached the General Conference with his idea to
produce the Christian Record Braille magazine. Thankfully, many others
saw his vision and volunteered, donated, and worked alongside Austin
Wilson to continue the vital mission of this nonprofit ministry.
The U.S. National Institute of Health projects that there will be around 4
million individuals with blindness by 2050, and Lancet Global Health
predicts cases will rise to 115 million worldwide. Those large numbers
are hard to grasp.
After receiving and reading “Death Defeated,” a booklet recently
published in Braille by Christian Record, Marilyn, a Christian Record
member for more than 30 years, called to say, “Thank you.” With a tearful
voice, she explained how much the book meant to her as she was dealing
with the recent loss of her husband.
Today’s special offering will support Christian Record’s ministry to people
with blindness.
In a sense, you are keeping Austin Wilson’s vision alive. You are sharing
the gospel of Christ to people—like Marilyn—who need His words of
comfort and hope translated into Braille, large print, or audio.
Be thankful for your eyes and rest them as I read: “For the Lord himself
will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we
will be with the Lord forever” (1 Thes. 4:16).
APPEAL: We will all be with the Lord forever. Marilyn will see her
husband again. We'll see our family and friends. We'll even have a
chance to meet Austin Wilson and thank him personally for his vision for
Christian Record. Amen.
PRAYER: Dear Lord, please bless Christian Record Ministries, and make
of each one of us a living blessing to this organization.

Submitted by Patricia Maxwell for Christian Records.
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April 18, 2020
TWO PRINCIPLES ON GIVING

Martha, a new believer, understands that tithes and offerings are not to be
controlled by emotions, impulses, projects, or human sympathy, but should be
vowed to be given from a fixed principle, as regularly as her income (God’s
blessing) is. She knows that in God’s plan, both tithes and offerings are
indispensable for preparing the world for His second coming. She also knows that
God specified the tithe as being 10% of her income. “But how much am I
supposed to vow as offerings?” she asked Jackie, her Bible study teacher.

Jackie told her that Paul established the Principle of the Purpose, suggesting that
we should purpose in our hearts something to give (2 Cor. 9:7). “Some vow a
fixed amount to be given regularly,” said Jackie, “but there is a problem in this
case: how to keep the vow if the income stops or if you lose your job? On the
other hand, if our income is variable, or if it increases, a fixed amount may not
express your gratitude appropriately.”

“‘Another principle,” explained Jackie, “is the Principle of the Proportion. The Bible
suggests that we should give offerings ‘according to the blessing’ (Deut. 16:17), or
according to the prosperity (1 Cor. 16:2)-which becomes easier if we give in
proportion (%) to the blessing. In this fair percentage-based system of offerings,
those who earn more, give more; those who earn less, give less; and those who
earn nothing, give nothing, and are considered truly faithful!”

Then, Jackie quoted Ellen G. White, when she says that “according to the amount
bestowed will be the amount required”, (Counsels on Stewardship, pp. 99). God’s
messenger also said that “in the Bible system of tithes and offerings the amounts
paid by different persons will

of course vary greatly, since they are proportioned to the income... (Counsels on
Steward- ship, pp. 73)”.

“You may prayerfully vow a percentage of your income to be given as a regular
offering,” said Jackie, “as regularly as are God’s blessings.”

APPEAL: God also calls us to give offerings regularly (every time He blesses us)
and systematically (proportionally), as an answer to His blessings!

PRAYER: Lord, please, accept the offering of our heart today! Amen!



April 25, 2020
I BECAME DEBT-FREE!

Debts ate up my salary. It was my fault.

My salary shrank significantly when I changed jobs, but my spending
habits remained the same. As a result, I sank deeper into debt.

After returning the tithe, I barely had enough money to cover the bills.

I felt horrible. Before changing jobs, I had given 10 percent of my gross
income as tithe; 10 percent for offerings; and 10 percent for charity. Now
I was only returning tithe, and

it would take at least four years for me to become debt-free. Unwilling to
wait that long, I thought about Malachi 3, where God challenges us to
test Him with our tithes and offerings.

With a deep breath, I resolved to start giving 10 percent of my gross
income as a missionary offering, in addition to the tithe, hoping to find
some freelance work so I could recuperate the offering money. But even
though no extra work showed up, ten months after I started giving the
offerings, I was debt-free! It’s hard to explain what happened. This is
God’s math, as He never gave extra money; instead, He made my life
cheaper.

Shortly after I began to give offerings, I had to buy an airline ticket to fly
to visit with my ill father. The round-trip ticket, purchased at the last
minute, cost only $110, a considerable discount from the usual $250.
After that, a friend volunteered to drive me to the airport, sparing me the
cost of an Uber ride. Then some friends invited me to stay in their spare
bedroom, rent-free. The list could go on and on.

APPEAL: “I believe,” says Andrew, “God bless- es those who give to Him
with more than we could ever ask or think!”

PRAYER: Heavenly Father! Please, increase our faith, so that me may
dare to taste and see that the Lord is good (Ps. 34:8)!

(Adapted from a text by Andrew MacChesney, editor of Adventist Mission; he
works at the General Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church)
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COMPLEXITY

GOD PROTECTS RAHAB’S
FAMILY AND GIVES HIS PEOPLE
VICTORY OVER JERICHO

Joshua 2-4, 5:10-6.:27

By faith the walls of Jericho fell. .. . By faith Rahab... N
[gave] a friendly welcome to the spies. (Heb. 11:30-31)

SUPPLIES:
(to make one craft)

2 sheets of white, gray, or tan cardstock
templates of the wall and of Jericho (the full pages)
(see pages 64-65)

pencil

crayons or markers

scissors

tape

glue

optional: craft knife such as X-Acto™
scarlet red ribbon or yarn

optional: 1 sheet of copy paper

cocooopeop oo

INSTRUCTIONS:

PREP STEP: Copy the full-page template of Jericho onto white or tan cardstock. Copy the template of the wall onto gray,
tan, or white cardstock. Optional for Step 6: Copy the illustrated verse.

1. Use a pencil or marker to fill Jericho with people and soldiers. Color the city and people.

2. Cut out the big rectangle that borders the wall image. Draw the Israelites marching around the base of the upright wall
with trumpets and the ark. Color the people, the wall, and the rubble.

3. Fold the wall panel in half on the dotted line so that one side shows rubble and the other side shows the upright wall
and Israelites, then paste or tape the panel closed. Use scissors or an X-Acto™ knife (with an adult) to slit the bold
line along the edge of the last window in the wall. Thread a scarlet red ribbon or yarn through the slit and secure it
with tape on the rubble side of the wall. Cut out the final section (Rahab's home) from the rest of the wall along the
solid line.

4. Place the entire wall (including Rahab's section) in front of Jericho, and run a strip of tape along the bottom edge to
form a hinge. Run tape up the right side of the wall as well, to keep Rahab's section standing, or else paste it in place.

5. Swing the larger section of the wall down on its tape hinge to reveal the rubble, slitting the tape at either end as
necessary to allow it to swing freely. Reinforce the hinge by placing a strip of tape on the rubble side as well, but don’t
allow the tape to extend past the edges of the swinging panel.

6. Optional: Cut out the illustrated verse and paste it to your craft.

MAKE IT SIMPLE: Cut, crease, slit, and paste the wall panels closed before class. If necessary, just draw the scarlet cords
with markers.

By faith the walls of
Jericho fell. . . . By faith
Rahab. .. [gave] a

friendly welcome to the
spies. HEBREWS 11:30-31 ESV

Craft 26
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The Fall of Jericho
Word Search

Read the story below. Find and circle the words that are underlined,
The words can appear in any direction: horizontally, vertically, diagonally and
even backwards.

The Fall of Jericho = Joshua 6

The gates of Jeriche were shut tight and
guarded closely because of the Israelites.
No one went out. No one came in.

Then the Lord said to Joshua, 'l have
handed |ericho over to you. March around
the city once with all your fighting men. In
fact, do it for six days. Have seven priests
get trumpets made out of rams’ horns.
They must carry them in front of the ark.
On the seventh day, march around the city
severn times. Tell the priests to blow the
trumpets as you march. You will hear them
blow a long blast on the trumpets, When
you do, tell the whole army to give a loud
shout. The wall of the city will fall down,
Then the whale army will march up to the
city. Everyone will go straight in.”

50 Joshua ordered the people, "Move out!
March around the city.” They marched
around the city once and returned to
camp. They did this for six days.
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On the seventh day, they got up at sunrise.
They marched around the city, just as they
had done before. But on that day, they
went around it seven times. On the seventh
time around, the priests blew a long blast
on the trumpets. Then Joshua gave a
command (o the army. He said, "Shout!

The Lord has given you the city!”

The priests blew the trumpets. As soon as
the army heard the sound, they gave a loud
shout. Then the wall fell down.

charged straight in and they took the city.
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COMPLEXITY

GOD CREATES THE WORLD

Genesis 1-2

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
(Gen. 1:1)

God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was
very good. (Gen. 1:31)

SUPPLIES:
(to make one craft)

2 sheets of white copy paper
templates of creation (see pages 8-9)
optional: glue

scissors

crayons or markers

optional: silver metallic paint pen
optional: 1 cotton ball

optional: foil star stickers

optional: fish-shaped crackers

coccopouooo

INSTRUCTIONS:

Unlike most crafts in this book (which should be assembled after the corresponding story is read), class time limits may dictate
that this craft be colored as the creation story is taught.

PREP STEP: Copy the creation templates onto copy paper.

1. Cut the pictures out. Fold them in half so that 1 and 6 are visible on one semicircle, and 3 and 4 are visible on the

other semicircle. If you wish, make this fold permanent by pasting the halves of each circle together. (The back of 6
should be pasted to the back of 7, and the back of 2 should be pasted to the back of 3.)

2. Now fold each semicircle in half again, bringing the left half over the right as if closing a book, so the Bible verses are
on the cover of one little book, and 2 is on the cover of the other. Slide the 2 book inside the “verses” book to make one
eight-page book that progresses sequentially through the seven days of the creation story.

3. Optional additions include lining the “light” in day one with metallic paint marker, gluing a bit of thinned cotton ball
to the cloud(s) in day two, adding star sticker(s) to day four, and gluing fish-shaped cracker(s) to day five.

4. 1f you temporarily turn the 2 book inside out so that 4 is on its cover, and slide it back inside the other book, the
parallels are illustrated between days one and four (light and heavenly bodies), days two and five (water/sky and fish/
birds), and days three and six (land and animals/people). The symmetry of God’s work “forming” and “filling” in the
creation account can then be seen.

MAKE IT SIMPLE: Cut out and crease the circles before class.

MAKE IT AMAZING: Make a similar book about creation from two circles, but make every page entirely your own
artwork. Find special colored papers to be the sky, water, and land. Cut shapes and images from foil, magazines,
packaging, or photographs. Draw with markers, metallic pens, glitter glue, or puff paint. Let everything dry completely
before folding and assembling the book. Don’t forget to number the days! It is fine if the pages don’t close flat because of
items that were glued in: let it stand up in a double semicircle.
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In the beginning,
God created the

heavens and the earth.
GENESIS 1:1 ESV

God saw everything that he
had made, and behold,

it was very good.

GENESIS 1:31 ESV

creation template



God Creates the World
Word Search

Read the story below. Find and circle the words that are underlined.
The words can appear in any direction: horizontally, vertically, diagonally and
even backwards.

God Creates the World - Genesis 1.1~ 2:3

Inthe beginning God created the heavens
and the earth. God said, “Let there be
light.” And there was light. God saw that
the light was good. God called the light
“day” and the darkness “night.” There was
evening, and there was morning. It was day
one.
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God said, “Let there be a huge space
between the waters.” God called the huge
space “sky.” There was evening, and there
was morning. It was day two.
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God said, “Let the water under the sky be
gathered into one place. Let dry ground
appear.” God called the dry ground “land”
and the water that was gathered together
“seas.” And God saw that it was good. Then
God said, “Let the land produce plants and
trees that grow fruit with seeds in it.” So the
land produced plants and trees. God saw
that it was good. There was evening and
there was morning. It was day three,

God said, “Let there be lights in the sky.”
God made two great lights. He made the
larger light to rule over the day and the smaller light to rule over the night. He also made the
stars God saw that it was good. There was evening, and there was morning. It was day four.
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God said, “Let the seas be filled with living things. Let birds fly above the earth.” So God
created every kind of living thing that fills the seas and every kind of bird that flies. And God
saw that it was good. There was evening, and there was morning. It was day five.

God said, “Let the land produce every kind of living creature.” God made every kind of wild
animal, every kind of livestock and every kind of creature that moves along the ground. And
God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let us make human beings so that they are like
us.” So God created human beings in his own likeness. He created them as male and
female. God saw everything he had made. And it was very good. There was evening, and
there was morning. It was day six.

By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing. So on that day he rested
from all his work. God blessed the seventh day and made it holy.

www.BibleGamesCentral.com
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COMPLEXITY

GOD CALLS SAMUEL

71 Samuel 3

Listen to the words of the LORD your God. (Josh. 3:9)

SUPPLIES:
(to make one craft)

2 different colored sheets of construction paper
scrap fabric or additional construction paper
scissors

templates of young Samuel and his speech bubble
(see page 78)

1 sheet of white cardstock

crayons or markers

half sheet of blue or black paper

glue

ccoco

ccoc

INSTRUCTIONS:

PREP STEP: Copy the Samuel and speech-bubble templates
onto white cardstock.

1. Cut a6 % x 3-inch rectangle from colored paper to make a sleeping mat, a 2 4 x 2-inch rectangle from paper of another
color to make a pillow, and a 4 ¥ x 3 t42-inch rectangle from a scrap of cloth or still another color of paper to make
ablanket.

2. Color Samuel and cut him and the speech bubble out. Trace the letters in the speech bubble to write “Here [ am!"”

3. Arranging your half sheet of dark paper horizontally, paste the sleeping mat near the bottom of the page. Paste the
pillow to the left end of the sleeping mat. Paste Samuel onto the mat with his head on the pillow, or just lay him there
temporarily so that he can easily be taken in and out. Place the blanket over Samuel’s body (but not his face) and glue
down only one edge. This way you can pull the blanket back later to see (or place) Samuel underneath. Arrange the
speech bubble so that it originates near Samuel’s mouth and extends above the edge of the paper. Fasten it in place,
being sure not to put glue on the top half of the bubble.

4. Optional: Cut out the illustrated verse and paste it to the back of your picture.

MAKE IT SIMPLE: Use a paper cutter to quickly measure and cut multiple rectangles. Copy and cut out Samuel and the
speech bubbles ahead of time.

MAKE IT AMAZING: Cut the mat and pillow from fabric as well. Make the pillow from two pieces of fabric with a bit of
cotton stuffing inside. Use oil pastels to draw the ark of the covenant and the lampstand nearby.

creation template
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young Samuel template

speech bubble template

Listen to the words
of the Lorp your God.
JOSHUA 3:9 ESV




Jesus Calms the Storm
Word Search

Read the story below. Find and circle the words that are underlined.
The words can appear in any direction: horizontally, vertically, diagonally and
even backwards.

Jesus Calms the Storm = Mark 4:35-41

One evening, Jesus said to his disciples,
“Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.” So S S HOUT I NGHUZPTUVA
they took Jesus in the boat and started out,
leaving the crowds behind (although other YLETULOSBAFAITH
boats followed). But soon a fierce storm M CALMGTENSTOT®PZPTETD
came up. High waves were breaking into
the boat, and it began to fill with yater. M HOUPNORILIEBILBAAG
Jesus was sleeping at the back of the boat R LR
with his head on a cushion. The disciples K X F L HNCWUTETR RXAHF
woke him up, shouting, ‘Teacher, don't
you care that we're going to drown?" AB O S BB s P A A0 T ED
T AUSHVPUI MZWWRT
When Jesus woke up, he rebuked the wind
and said to the waves, “Silence! Be still!" AACBV I EVDNDNI WNF
Suddenly the wind stopped, and there was K KK LP L JDGTEJXTFMEKR
a great calm. Then he asked them, “Why
are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?” K R T I S GEEV KK KAWTFG
The disciples were absolutely terrified. OSMROTSNPUWANRR
“Who is this man?” they asked each other. C UF ZNOWUILTCBUVYUTLUVHER
“Even the wind and waves ghey him!”
N E J] ER Z S Y Y EBOUPFC
KWWWY S F J SR Z K Z VAQ
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GOD GIVES HIS PEOPLE THE
SIGN OF BLOOD

Exodus 11-12

Blood shall be a sign for you . .. and when I see the
blood, I will pass over you. (Ex. 12:13)

SUPPLIES:
(to make one craft)

QO 1sheet of white or tan cardstock
O 1sheet of white paper
O templates of the Israelite house (the full page) and of the
mother and daughter (see pages 42-43) 7,
Q scissors
Q crayons or markers
Q glue
Q red paint or red marker

INSTRUCTIONS:
PREP STEP: Copy the full-page template of the Israelite house onto white or tan cardstock. Copy the mother and
daughter template onto white paper.

1. Fold the Israelite house in half and color the figures. Cut the side and top of the door along the bold line, then fold it
open and crease it along the dotted line.

2. Color the mother and daughter and cut them out. Glue them inside the house so that they can at least be partially seen
when the door is open.

3. Use red paint or a red marker to place “blood” on the two doorposts and lintel.
4. Optional: Cut out the illustrated verse and paste it to the back of the house.

MAKE IT SIMPLE: Copy and fold the houses ahead of time, leaving the doors for the children to cut and crease if they
are capable. Copy and cut out the mother and daughter.

MAKE IT AMAZING: Draw additional people, animals, and/or furniture inside and outside of the house. Cut out the
back window and draw a person inside the house looking out.

Blood shall be a sign for
you...and when I see the
blood, I will pass over you.
EXODUS 12:13 ESV

mother and

t16 daughter template
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Baby Moses
Word Search

Read the story below. Find and circle the words that are underlined.
The words can appear in any direction: horizontally, vertically, diagonally and
even backwards.

Baby Moses - Exodus 2:1-10

An Israelite man and a woman from the

tribe of Levi got married. She became P EEY TOPTUDSWGUO S C

pregnant and had a son. She saw that her

baby was a fine child and hid him for S XbHBLMAEASTNSWV

three months. After that, she couldn't GREWAAURTIKVYOHAA

hide him any longer. So she got a basket

made out of the stems of tall grass. She CFDCHGBEAFSACREK

coated the basket with tar and placed the | DE FHWRIKMHETAOG GW

child in the basket. Then she putitin the

tall grass that grew along the bank of the SDLTSHOARAHPEBEY

Nile River. The baby’s sister, Miriam, R BEI NAMOMWWR RNTR RIB S

wasn't very far away. She wanted to see

what would happen to him. ARMYHVMCSIEEBNEHK

Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile ENEROHEEC S NONORTRE NS NS N

River to take a bath. She saw the basket in L PTWZWNVNHEUOI P A

the tall grass. So she sent her female slave

to get it. When she opened it, Pharaoh’s O R MR AT DL B

daughter saw the baby. He was crying and T DELQKY EQMHTES A E

she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the

Hebrew babies,” she said. E AR I VER I Y F E S E CH
OB X P C Z G F G B O Z W

Then Miriam asked Pharaoh’s daughter. Q)

“Do you want me to go and get one of the RE TS I SY X L J K I K.Y

Hebrew women? She could breast-feed the

baby for you.”

“Yes. Go,” Pharaoh’s daughter answered.
So Miriam went and got the baby’s
mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her,
“Take this baby and feed him for me. | will
pay you.” So the woman took the baby
and fed him. When the child grew older,
she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter. And
he became her son. She named him
Moses. She said, “I pulled him out of the

www.BibleGamesCentral.com

Copyright © 2019 Bible Games Central. All rights reserved.



A o oy itrune |
tlod w22 Lord;
Ttee Qiom( omswered ne
and sl e free.

PSALM 118:5



